Laurent Gicquel appointed General Secretary of EDHEC

Press release
Paris, 26 April 2021 – EDHEC Business School announces the appointment of Laurent
Gicquel as General Secretary as from 22 April. The creation of this function at EDHEC
forms part of the execution of the School’s Impact Future Generations strategic plan.
As General Secretary, Laurent Gicquel will be a member of the Executive Committee
and participate in steering the 2020-2025 strategic plan, alongside the General
Management team.
Laurent Gicquel, 53, graduated from EDHEC with an MSc in Finance in
1988 and also holds a BSc from UCLA (University of California Los
Angeles) and an MBA from the University of Bath (UK). After beginning
his career in audit, he moved into financial control with The Walt Disney
Corporation, firstly in Florida, then with Disneyland Paris. In 1997, he
joined the Management Control Department of SC Johnson, where he
held several finance and marketing positions in France and the UK,
before becoming the group’s Chief Financial Officer France/Benelux. In
2009, he was appointed Chief Financial Officer Europe for the BIC Group
Since 2017, Laurent Gicquel has been Chief Financial Officer of the OCP
Group, the leading pharmaceutical wholesaler in France and a
subsidiary of the US Fortune 500 company McKesson. Alongside his business activities, he
has regularly taught Corporate Finance classes on EDHEC’s Executive Education
programmes. Heavily engaged with the School, he has also been a member of the Steering
Committee and Treasurer of the EDHEC Board of Governors since 2019.
An experienced profile to execute EDHEC’s strategic plan
Laurent Gicquel’s arrival forms part of EDHEC’s new internal governance organisation
announced recently. To accelerate the execution of its strategic plan and enhance agility, the
School has set up a streamlined Executive Committee (seven permanent members), created
a Programme Management Department (run by Benoît Arnaud) and structured three task
forces devoted to flagship projects (programme hybridisation, data/AI and sustainable
business). Working in close collaboration with the Dean and as a new member of the
streamlined Executive Committee, Laurent Gicquel, will steer and coordinate the following
support functions: finance, legal, management control and human resources. He will be tasked
with helping to steer the 2020-2025 strategic plan with all the School’s stakeholders, including
a €230m investment plan.
“Laurent Gicquel’s significant experience both in France and internationally, together with his
extensive knowledge of EDHEC and his human qualities, are all advantages that will enable
us a as a team to execute the strategic plan in excellent conditions”, underlines Emmanuel
Métais, Dean of EDHEC Business School.
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About EDHEC BUSINESS SCHOOL
Based in Lille, Nice, Paris, London and Singapore, and counting 100 nationalities on its campuses and
partnerships with 280 leading universities around the world, EDHEC is a fully international business
school directly connected to the business world. EDHEC’s 40,000 alumni spread over 120 countries
represent a community of engaged leaders, trained to act practically and deliver solutions to the main
economic, social, technological and environmental challenges facing the world.
The School has developed a unique model founded on research of real practical use to society,
companies and students. EDHEC is a centre of excellence, innovation, experience and diversity,
focused on impacting future generations in a fast-transforming world. The School exists to make a
positive impact on the world.
EDHEC in figures:
- 8,600 students in academic education, 177 professors and researchers, 11 research centres
- 5 campuses and a platform devoted to 100%-online certificate and degree programmes: EDHEC
Online
- a comprehensive portfolio of 23 programmes designed for future decision-makers: Bachelors (BBA
and BSc), a Master in Management, Masters of Science (MSc), MBAs (Full-time and Executive MBA),
a PhD in Finance
- an extensive EDHEC Executive Education offering of certificate and degree programmes for
managers, business leaders and entrepreneurs

